MEMORANDUM  ON  NATIONAL  LEOISLATION  OF  INTEREST  TO  RELIOIOUS  GROUPS 

issued  by  the 

Friends  Oommittee  on  National  Legislation 
2111  Florida  Avenue,  N.W. 

Washington  8,  D.  G. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  PASSES 
FOOD  FOR  EUROPE  BILL 


The  House  of  Representatives  gave  unanimous  consent  agreement  on  April  17th  to  House  Reso¬ 
lution  221  (almost  identical  with  Senate  Resolution  100  which  was  passed  February  15) 
urging  the  Government  through  the  Secretary  of  State  to  work  out  cooperatively  with  the 
accredited  representatives  of  the  other  governments  concerned,  ’’the  setting  up  of  system¬ 
atic  and  definite  relief  for  all  stricken  and  hungry  countries  where  the  need  is  now  the 
most  acute;  this  relief  to  be  based  on  agreements  by  the  belligerents  for  the  protection 
of  the  native  and  imported  food  supplies,  with  rigid  safeguarding  of  such  relief  so  that 
no  military  advantage  whatever  may  accrue  to  the  civil  populations  or  armed  forces  of  the 
Invading  nations.” 

Recently  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  has  been  given  licenses  to  purchase  some 
food  in  Portugal  and  Switzerland  for  use  in  France.  The  American  Embassy  in  London  has 
indicated  that  food  parcels  can  now  be  sent  once  a  month  to  Internees  in  Internsent  camps 
In  France  on  a  plan  very  similar  to  that  now  used  by  the  Red  Cross  for  prisoners  of  war. 

Almost  coincidentally,  pre-invasion  broadcasts  to  the  French  peoples  from  London  began  to 
advise  the  storing  up  of  food  in  anticipation  of  the  invasion,  because  ”at  least  until  the 
day  of  liberation  comes,  civilians  must  live  on  what  is  stored”.  Even  after  Prance  is 
liberated,  the  broadcasts  warned,  the  Allies  will  not  be  in  a  position  to  distribute  much 
food.  How  can  food  be  stored  that  does  not  exist,  after  years  of  war  fhmine  in  which  many 
of  the  people  of  Prance  and  other  countries  have  already  starved  to  death  on  rations 
amounting  to  but  a  fraction  of  the  level  required  to  sustain  life?  What  justification  for 
the  tragic  delay  in  acting  on  the  part  of  Congress?  What  will  the  U.  S.  and  British  gov¬ 
ernments  really  do  now  toward  letting  food  go  'ohrough? 

SENATE  COMMITTEE  TO  CONFER  WITH  HULL  ON  POST-WAR  PLANS 

Chairman  Tom  Connally  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  has  appointed  a  committee 
of  eight  Senators  to  confer  from  time  to  time  with  Secretary  Hull  on  post-war  peace  plans 
and  foreign  policy.  In  addition  to  Senator  “Connally,  the  group  includes  Senators  George 
of  Georgia,  Barkley  of  Kentucky  and  Gillette  of  Iowa,  Democrats;  La  Fo 11 etto,  Progressive, 
of  Wisconsin;  and  Vandenburg  of  Michigan,  White,  of  Maine,  and  Austin  of  Vermont,  Republi¬ 
cans  . 

r>  HOUSE  MILITARY  AFFAIRS  COMMITTEE  AGAIN  REFUSES  TO  VOTE  OUT  LABOR  DRAFT 

In  spite  of  threats  designed  to  frighten  4-F  men  into  war  industries  and  other  ” essential 
employment”,  and  although  renewed  demands  for  labor  draft  legislation  were  made  during  Ap¬ 
ril  by  Secretary  of  War  Stimson,  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Knox,  and  Admiral  Emory 
3.  Land,  chairman  of  the  Maritime  Commission,  the  Military  Affhirs  Oommittee  of  the  House 
stated  that  the  War  Manpower  Commission  and  other  Governmental  agencies  including  Seleo- 

I  tive  Service  have  all  the  legislation  needed  to  meet  current  manpower  problems. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  POST-WAR  MILITARY  POLICY  BEGINS  HEARINGS 

i 

The  "Select  Committee  on  Poat-War  Military  Policy"  waa  created  by  paaaago  of  Reproaonta- 
tlve  Wadaworth's  bill,  Houao  Roaolution  465,  on  March  28th  by  unanlmoua  conaont  with  a 
alngle  amendment  providing  2^  inatead  of  21  membera.  House  Resolution  486,  passed  the 
same  day,  gave  the  Committee  |25,000  as  an  initial  appropriation  for  its  work.  Appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  full  membership  was  announced  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  next  day  as  followst 
seven  members  from  the  Houao  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  Carl  P.  Vinson  of  Georgia,  Pat¬ 
rick  J.  Drowry  of  Virginia,  Warren  0.  Magnuson  of  Washington,  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  of  Texas, 
Melvin  J.  Maas  of  Minnesota,  James  W.  Mott  of  Oregon,  and  W.  Sterling  Cole  of  New  York; 
seven  members  from  the  House  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  Andrew  J.  May  of  Kentucky,  R. 
Ewing  Thomason  of  Texas,  Matthew  J.  Merritt  of  New  York,  John  M.  Costello  of  California, 
Walter  G.  Andrews  of  New  York,  Dewey  Short  of  Missouri,  and  Leslie  C.  Arends  of  Illinois; 
and  nine  members  not  on  the  Military  or  Naval  Affairs  Committee,  Clifton  A.  Woodrum  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  who  is  to  serve  as  chairman,  Schuyler  0.  Bland  of  Virginia,  Alfred  L.  Bulwinkle  of 
North  Carolina,  J.  Buell  Snyder  of  Pennsylvania,  Harry  R.  Sheppard  of  California,  James 
W,  Wadsworth  of  Now  York,  Loo  E.  Allen  of  Illinois,  D.  lane  Powers  of  New  Jersey,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Miller  of  Connecticut.  The  areas  represented  include  for  the  most  part  the  loca. 
tions  of  large  coastal  military  bases  and  war  production  centers. 

An  Associated  Press  story  on  March  50  said  in  part:  "’Big  stick'  advocates  drew  top  spots 
yesterday  on  a  25-man  special  House  Committee  charged  with  the  task  of  blueprinting  a  post 
war  military  policy  for  the  United  States.  The  make-up  of  the  ccmmittee  as  announced  by 
acting  Speaker  McCormack  of  Massachusetts  made  it  almost  certain  that  the  group  ultimately 
would  recommend  retention  of  a  formidable  peacetime  Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force,  built  up 
probably  through  compulsory  military  training.  Heading  it  is  Representative  Clifton  A. 
Woodrum,  57-year  old  Virginia  Democrat,  whose  first  statement  as  chairman  warned  against 
repeating  the  'blunder'  of  dismantling  the  Amy  and  junking  part  of  the  Navy  after  this 
war.  An  ardent  supporter  of  peacetime  military  training.  May  once  said  he  believed  Theo¬ 
dore  Roosevelt  was  right  'when  he  said  the  safest  policy  is  to  speak  softly  and  carry  a 
big  stick'.  Following  May  on  the  Democratic  roster  is  Carl  Vinson  of  Georgia,  chairman  of 
the  House  Naval  Committee.  Although  not  publicly  committing  himself  to  compulsory  peace¬ 
time  training,  Vinson  said  he  favored  'a  big  Navy  and  a  big  Army,  so  we  never  again  will 
be  caught  unprepared.'  The  three  top-ranking  Republicans,  Andrews  of  New  York,  Maas  of 
Minnesota  and  Wadsworth  of  New  York,  all  said  they  favored  compulsory  peacetime  training. 
Wadsworth  long  has  been  outspoken  on  the  subject  and  recently  introduced  legislation  for 
a  peacetime  draft  of  teen-age  youths  for  training  as  a  reserve  force.  Ho  is  co-author  of 
the  Selective  Service  and  Training  Act." 

The  above  story  foreshadows  energetic  attempts  to  fasten  universal  military  training  upon 
post-war  America  either  through  the  May  bill  (H.R.5947),  continuation  of  the  present  Se¬ 
lective  Service  Act  or  some  new  measure  to  be  proposed  by  this  new  committee. 

In  the  hearings  before  the  Select  Committee  last  week  Secretary  of  War  Stimson  proposed  a 
unified  and  streamlined  command  within  which  the  present  War  and  Navy  Departments  would 
be  merged.  Brigadier  General  Palmer  proposed  a  universal  military  training  system.  The 
New  York  Times  said  editorially  of  this  second  proposal  on  April  27»  "...  the  logic  of  it 
is  inescapable.  American  security  and  the  establishment  of  a  firm  foundation  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  peace  depend  upon  it  in  large  measure  ...  all  our  former  conceptions  of  world  strat¬ 
egy  ...  must  be  revised  ...  There  will  be  no  scrapping  of  our  Navy  after  this  war,  and 
the  maintenance  of  an  adequate  air  force  is  taken  for  granted.  Moreover,  all  responsible 
peace  plans  advanced  thus  far,  including  those  worked  out  at  Moscow,  provide  for  the  use 
of  force  against  aggressors.  This  country  is  one  of  the  three  Big  Powers  on  whose  force 
the  future  peace  structure  is  to  be  built.  But  even  if  that  fbrce  is  to  be  mainly  air  and 
naval,  the  manpower  demands  of  these  two  branches  of  the  service  alone  will  make  conscrip¬ 
tion  inevitable.  This  is  the  time  to  begin  making  wise  plans  for  the  future." 
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PREPARATION  FOR  PEACE 

A  comprehensive  post-war  plan  for  international  organization  and  national  economic  recon- 
striiction  was  outlined  in  the  recommendations  of  the  Post-War  Reconstruction  Committee  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  1000  delegatee  of  labor  unions  in  New  York  on  April 
I2th.  Guiding  international  principles  presented  in  the  report  were: 

"l.  War  is  the  enemy.  The  American  Federation  of  Labor  believes  that  war  among  tl.e  na¬ 
tions  waged  by  the  modem  engines  of  death  and  destruction  is  the  supreme  enemy  of  the 
well-being  of  the  common  people  of  the  world,  ...  Wo  consider  that  the  elimination  of  war 
as  an  instrument  of  national  policy  is  a  condition  essential  to  the  perpetuation  and  the 
further  development  of  our  democratic  way  of  life. 

”11.  Lasting  peace  must  rest  on  social  .justice  and  include  all  peoples.  ...  We  are  in 
full  accord  with  the  way  in  which  (this  principle)  is  elaborated  in  the  Atlantic  Charter 
and  the  Four  Freedoms  set  forth  ...  We  note  with  satisfaction  the  declaration  ...  at  Te¬ 
heran  ...  :  ’We  shall  seek  the  cooperation  ...  of  all  nations  ...  whose  peoples  in  heart 
and  in  mind  are  dedicated  ...  to  the  elimination  of  tyranny  and  slavery,  oppression  and 
intolerance.  We  will  welcome  them  as  they  may  choose  to  come  into  the  world  family  of 
democratic  nations. ' 

”III.  The  only  safety  from  war  is  in  the  international  organization  of  peace.  The  indus¬ 
try  of  war  has  now  been  taken  over  by  modern  science  even  more  completely  than  the  indus¬ 
tries  of  peace.  ...  The  conflicts  of  today  have  proved  that  we  can  no  longer  roly  on  our 
favored  geographical  position  to  maintain  our  national  safety.  Moreover,  the  vast  major¬ 
ity  of  the  workers  of  our  country  realize  what  it  would  moan  to  respond  to  this  changed 
situation  by  engaging  in  that  rivalry  for  power  which  is  inherent  in  any  effort  to  make 
ourselves  secure  through  a  program  of  national  expansion  and  militarism.  The  outcome  of 
such  a  policy  is  not  security,  peace  and  a  rising  standard  of  living,  but  increasing  sus¬ 
picion,  mounting  military  expenditures,  imperialiatic  adventures  and  war.  ... 

j  ”IV.  Victory  is  not  enough.  ...  In  order  to  maintain  international  peace,  political  and 

military  programs  must  be  associated  with  a  far-reaching  economic  program  ...  World-wide 

j  economic  health  is  essential  to  security.  ... 

i  ”V.  Prosperity  can  be  achieved  by  a  free  people  under  a  regime  of  social  justice.  ...The 

•basic  test  of  freedom  is  the  welfare  of  the  common  man.  We  hold  that  under  freedom  soci¬ 
ety  can  be  so  organized  that  everyone  will  have  an  opportunity  to  earn  his  own  livelihood. 

”VI.  Freedom  of  thought  and  expression  must  be  safeguarded  throughout  the  world.  ...  In 
the  world  community  of  today  we  cannot  be  indifferent  to  cruelty  and  oppression,  because 
such  indifference  strengthens  the  arm  of  the  oppressor.  ...The  growth  of  freedom  through¬ 
out  the  world  depends  upon  the  growth  of  the  public  conscience,  without  which  laws  and 
international  agreements  are  of  no  avail.  ... 

”VII.  Long-range  plans  must  be- made  now.  ...  we  are  members  of  one  another.  Poverty, 
unemployment  and  widespread  economic  insecurity  are  not  endurable  in  the  midst  of  poten- 
'  tial  plenty.  To  organize  the  economic  life  of  the  world  so  that  these  possibilities  are 

made  actual  ia  the  ultimate  aim  of  organized  labor.  It  will  be  satisfied  with  no  lesser 
program  for  the  years  of  peace. 

"VIII.  The  foregoing  principles  define  necessary  goals  and  methods  of  approach  to  the 
problem  of  organizing  the  world  for  a  just  and  lasting  peace.  ...” 

The  program  for  lasting  peace  issued  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor's  committee  in¬ 
cluded  the  following:  ”(l)  Security;  ...  unilateral  action  and  regional  understandings 
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are  only  valid  when  in  accord  with  the  measures  taken  by  the  General  International  Organ¬ 
ization  and  conform  to  the  basic  principles  of  the. Atlantic  Charter  ...  (2)  Livelihood; 
...  The  United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Administration  is  deserving  of  universal 
support.  ...  The  aim  of  relief  should  be  to  make  it  possible  for  the  peoples  who  have 
suffered  in  the  war  to  become  self-supporting.  ..•  A  certain  number  of  international 
functional  agencies  will  be  necessary  to  insure  the  consistent  development  of  sound  econ¬ 
omic  policies  ...  The  International  Labor  Organization  has  abundantly  justified  its  exis¬ 
tence  ...  The  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  which  has  now  been  planned  receives  the 
full  support  of  labor  ...  there  should  be  agencies  to  deal  with  such  problems  as  ...  for¬ 
eign  exchange,  communications,  commercial  policy  including  cartels,  fiscal  policies,  ac¬ 
cess  to  natural  resources  ...  there  should  bo  a  United  Nations  Economic  Organization  to 
coordinate  these  activities...  (5)  Justice;  ...  The  Permanent  Court  of  International  Jus¬ 
tice  should  bo  adopted  as  the  supremo  judicial  tribunal  ...  The  scope  of  arbitration 
should  include  the  settlement  of  economic,  as  well  as  political,  disputes.  ...  there 
should  be  a  permanent  international  institute  to  study  ...  principles  and  procedures  of 
international  justice  with  respect  to  groups  and  individuals.” 

BILL  PROPOSES  QUOTA  BASIS  FOR  PEOPLE  OF  INDU 

Mrs.  Clare  Booth  Luce  introduced  H.R.4479  on  March  2k  which  would  authorize  the  naturali¬ 
zation  and  admission  into  the  United  States  of  persons  from  India  on  a  quota  basis  similar 
to  the  provisions  for  other  nations  in  the  Immigration  Act  of  1924. 

SUPREME  COURT  DECLARES  THAT  NEGROES  CAN  VOTE  IN  PRIMARIES 

In  a  decision  of  far-reaching  significance  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  on  April  5  up¬ 
set  an  earlier  decision  and  maintained  that  in  Texas  "the  right  to  vote  in  ...  a  primary 
for  the  nomination  of  candidates  without  discrimination  by  the  State,  like  the  right  to 
vote  in  a  general  election,  is  a  right  secured  by  the  Constitution" .  Officials  and  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  several  southern  states  in  Congress  were  determined  to  find  other  ways, 
not  so  clearly  defined  as  illegal,  to  prevent  Negroes  from  voting  in  primary  elections. 
In  a  special  emergency  session,  the  South  Carolina  legislature  concentrated  on  the  task 
of  repealing  all  the  State  statutes  which  mention  the  primary  elections.  Consideration 
was  being  given  in  official  circles  through  much  of  the  white  South  to  the  possibility  of 
open  defiance  to  such  decisions  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  or  of  Congress  regarding  such 
matters  as  the  poll  tax,  on  the  ground  that  neither  is  empowered  to  interfere  with  ques¬ 
tions  of  states'  rights. 


POLL  TAX  FILIBUSTER  THREATENS 

May  9th  has  Deen  set  as  the  date  when  H.R.7*  the  bill  to  repeal  the  poll  tax  in  eight 
southern  states,  will  undergo  formal  consideration  in  the  Senate.  The  opposition,  to  bo 
led  by  Senator  Richard  B.  Russell  of  Georgia  as  floor  manager,  is  expected  to  attempt  to 
prevent  the  motion  for  consideration  from  coming  to  a  vote.  A  petition  for  cloture,  to 
limit  debate,  cannot  be  introduced  until  the  bill  has  reached  the  floor.  It  is  reported 
that  Senator  McCarran  of  Nevada,  chairman  of  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee,  intends  to 
present  the  motion  for  consideration,  while  Senator  James  M.  Mead  of  New  York  will  be 
floor  manager  for  the  group  supporting  the  bill.  Semtor  Meed  stated  in  April  that  not 
enough  commitments  had  yet  been  secured  to  assure  passage  of  a  cloture  vote,  while  one 
southern  Senator  predicted  that  if  debate  were  to  be  limited  by  a  cloture  vote  the  bill 
itself  would  probably  pass  on  a  roll-call  vote.  Some  Senators  were  arming  themselves  with 
enough  reading  matter,  including  several  history  text  books,  for  many  days  of  continuous 
oratory. 

The  material  for  this  newsletter  was  prepared  by  John  R.  Kellam,  member  of  the  staff  of 
the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  and  edited  by  E.  Raymond  Wilson  while  re¬ 
covering  from  an  operation  for  appendicitis. 


